NO to the Kendoon to Tongland 132kV Reinforcement Project (KTR)
NO means Not Overhead
Many of the undersigned supporters of this petition do not accept SP

Energy Networks (‘SPEN’), the subsidiary of the Spanish energy giant, 
Iberdrola, “Needs Case” for this project but all the undersigned do not want

the pylons overhead. This is not because we are NIMBY’s (Not In My Back 
Yard) but because we are, LAYBY’s (Looking After Your Back Yard)
We all realise how important tourism is to Dumfries and Galloway and anything that negatively impacts on this industry with possible job losses must be challenged. We live in an age of very fast technological progression so it seems very strange that SPEN’s only solution to the KTR project is to erect these massive pylons overhead through our beautiful countryside. Where is the innovation, creative thinking and environmental consideration in that?
SPEN want to quadruple the capacity of the new transmission line so that electricity can be exported to England at a time when many areas in England are removing pylons and putting the cables underground and guess what, the main reason is to protect and increase the tourist industry. 
These are just a few of the many area in England and Wales where ugly pylons are being removed (and I stress removed) and where new lines are going underground.

(a) National Grid are removing 45 pylons in parts of the New Forest, Peak 
     District and Snowdonia National Parks and in an area of “outstanding 
     national beauty” in Dorset.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/sep/15/national-grid-remove-electricity-pylons-protected-landscapes-improve-view 

 (b) NATIONAL GRID has unveiled plans to remove electricity pylons from the

     Lake District as part of a £2.8billion power connection project. Plans for 
     the project include measures to reduce the impact on the landscape, 
     including looking at putting 14.5 miles of new power lines underground 
     through the western section of the Lake District National Park. 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cumbria-37752433 
(c)  UK Power Networks have removed overhead power lines and poles 

      which run alongside and across the tranquil River Waveney in the 

      Barsham and Beccles area which sits on the Norfolk/Suffolk border. The 

      lines have been replaced with underground cables which run underneath 

      the river.
http://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/news-and-publications/news/riverside-views-get-a-powerful-makeover 
(d) Thursley Common is being dug up for electricity cables to be laid  

     underneath, as part of a £400,000 project. Southern Electric Power
     Distribution, also known as SSE, is the main energy company covering 
     the Godalming area and is undertaking the project to restore views on the 
     nature reserve.

http://www.getsurrey.co.uk/news/surrey-news/thursley-common-project-remove-overhead-6867873 
…… and this forward innovative thinking is not just in England & Wales…….

(e) Malta’s “Eyesore Electricity Pylons” to be removed for good. A huge 

     stretch of the Maltese countryside is to be transformed by removing the 

     electricity pylons that scar the view.

http://bay.com.mt/maltas-eyesore-electricity-pylons-to-be-removed-for-good   
Iberdrola, the parent company of SPEN, is one of the largest electricity companies in the world. It has a workforce of around 31,330 in dozens of countries, serving around 31.67 million customers.
This is part of their vision statement:

 “We want to be the leading multinational group in the energy sector at the forefront of a better future, sustainably creating value with a quality service for people: citizens, customers, and shareholders (whom we care for and engage in our corporate life) and for the communities in which we carry out our activities, generating employment and wealth (with whom we engage in a constructive dialogue), known for our firm commitment to ethical principles, good corporate governance, and transparency, the safety of people and supply, operational quality and excellence, innovation, protection of the environment, customer focus, and the Sustainable Development Goals approved by the United Nations.”
Iberdrola want to be: “at the forefront of a better future”

Iberdrola want to: create value for the communities in which we carry out

our activities”

Iberdrola want to be known for: “innovation and protection of the environment”      

A project that does not protect our wonderful landscape, flora and fauna for all future generations who live and work in the area and for future visitors does not fit in with Iberdrola’s vision for a better future. These massive pylons will not create value for our community and the pylons show no innovation whatsoever and they do not help to protect the environment.
Dumfries and Galloway is one of the most deprived areas in Scotland and any action that could make the situation worse has to be avoided. 
Councillor Colin Smyth, Chair of the Dumfries and Galloway Council’s Economy, Environment and Infrastructure (EEI) committee said “The Council recognises that tourism holds possibly the greatest economic potential of all industries in our beautiful but rural region. 
Consequently, any project that could possibly inhibit this objective must be challenged and all innovative solutions to a possible problem must be exhaustively considered.

“In every adversity lies the seed of an equal or greater benefit.” A famous quotation, which we hope, SPEN will consider very seriously and consider the adversity (the extra cost of going underground) will be a small price to pay for the greater benefit, which will be enjoyed by millions for decades to come. This action would also sit comfortably with Iberdrola’s commendable vision statement.
In conclusion, we are concerned LAYBY’s who strongly ask SPEN to consider the aim of this letter which is for them to say NO to the KTR Project, i.e. NOT OVERHEAD
Paul H Swift.          paul@lochenbreck.co.uk          01644450352

